
Connecting to Online Library Resources from Off-campus 

When you’re off-campus you will need to access the library’s subscription online databases by 
choosing one of the following methods.  

 
UA Virtual Private Network (VPN) 

A VPN is a secured private network connection that is established over public information 
infrastructure, such as the Internet or telephone lines. Setting up the VPN Client allows UA 
faculty, staff & students to access all of the library's web-based online resources from off-
campus. 

 To set up the VPN, you must have a valid UAnet ID. Please call the Technology Learning 
Support Center at 330-972-6888 if you need more information about obtaining a UAnet ID. 

 Attention AOL USERS: When the VPN is running, you will not be able to access library 
resources while using the AOL browser. You can connect to the Internet via AOL and 
establish a connection to the UA VPN, but you must use a non-AOL browser such as Internet 
Explorer or Netscape to access online library resources. Contact the Technology Learning 
Support Center at 330-972-6888 for more details. 

 Instructions for setting up a VPN will vary depending on the operating system running on 
your computer.  See specific instructions at: 
http://www.uakron.edu/libraries/info/connect/  

 If you have problems setting up the VPN, contact the Technology Support Learning Center 
at 330-972-6888 or tlsc@uakron.edu 

 If your connection “times out” after four hours, you will need to reestablish your connection 
to the VPN using your UAnet ID and password. 

 

Benefits of connecting this way: 

 Access all of the library’s subscription online databases, including Opposing Viewpoints 
Resource Center. 

 Stay connected for up to four hours with a single log-in. 

 Access your shared drives. 

Drawbacks of connecting this way: 

 Initial set up may take a few minutes. 

 AOL users cannot use the AOL browser. 

http://www.uakron.edu/libraries/info/connect/
mailto:tlsc@uakron.edu


OhioLINK Remote Authentication 

OhioLINK allows you to access some (but not all) of their research databases by logging in and 
authenticating yourself as a current UA student, faculty or staff member. You will be asked to 
enter your name, barcode #, and Library PIN. You do not need to change any configurations on 
your computer to use OhioLINK Remote Authentication; however your browser must accept 
cookies.  

 Note to AOL Users: The AOL BROWSER does not always work with the OhioLINK Remote 
Authentication System. You can still use AOL to connect to the Internet, but should use a 
different browser, such as Netscape or Internet Explorer for Remote Authentication.  

 OhioLINK Remote Authentication provides access to most OhioLINK databases. This service 
does not provide access to University of Akron-only databases (such as InfoTrac, Opposing 
Viewpoints Resource Center, etc.). If a database allows access through OhioLINK Remote 
Authentication, there will be an "Alternate URL" with a “Connect to Resource via OhioLINK 
Remote Authentication” link under the database description. If there is no "OhioLINK 
Authentication" link, the service is not available for that database.  

 Your web browser must support cookies and/or be cookie-enabled in order to use this 
service. 

 You will need to authenticate each time you close your connection or if your connection 
“times out.” 

 Instructions for OhioLINK Remote Authentication are attached. 

 Your barcode is your student ID number, located under the barcode on your Zip Card.  (You 
can leave off the leading zeros).  Information about your Library Pin can be viewed at: 
http://www.wayne.uakron.edu/library/faq.php#26 

 

Benefits of connecting this way: 

 Relatively quick access to a variety of online subscription databases (but not all). 

 You may be using a computer which does not allow you to change settings (public libraries, 
schools, work computers). 

Drawbacks of connecting this way: 

 Several popular databases are not available with this method. 

 The OhioLINK authentication server might be down. 

 AOL users cannot use the AOL browser. 

 The connection might be blocked at certain locations with firewalls (such as at schools or 
offices). 

 If you do not have a Library PIN you will be unable to authenticate. 

http://www.wayne.uakron.edu/library/faq.php#26
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 Start out at the Wayne College Library page: http://www.wayne.uakron.edu/library/   

 Choose the link for “Article Indexes and Databases” 

 

 Type in the name of the database you wish to use, or…  

 Select the database from the alphabetical list at the bottom of the screen, or… 

 Choose a database by subject.  (Click on the “by Subject” tab). 

 

http://www.wayne.uakron.edu/library/


 If the database you are wishing to use has an “Alternate URL,” then the database is available via 
this method. 

 Click on the link to “Connect to resource via OhioLINK Remote Authentication” to begin the 
process.  

 

 
 

 Select “The University of Akron” and “Wayne College” on the Institution Selection Form, then 
click “Submit.” 

 



 Fill in the form as instructed.  (REMINDER: Enter your last name, followed by your first name). 

 Your barcode is located on the back of your Zip Card.  (REMINDER: You do not need to enter the 
preceding zeros). 

 Your PIN is your Library PIN.  If you do not have a Library PIN you may choose one by going to 
https://library.uakron.edu/patroninfo.  If you have forgotten your Library PIN, contact the 
library staff to have it reset and choose another one. 

 

 Once you receive the “Authentication Successful” message, you will be taken into the database.  
 

 

https://library.uakron.edu/patroninfo

